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EMPIRE   DAY   SERVICE  AT   ST. 
CATHEDRAL. 


PAUL'S 


The  Duke  of  Comiaught  and  Princess  Patricia  attended 
the  E;mpire  Day  Service  of  the  League  of  the  Empire  in 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral  on  Saturday,  June  ist.  Some  5,000 
members  of  the  different  Brigades  were  present,  filling  the 
C  dthedral  from  end  to  end.  In  the  Nave  were  £.11  the  companies 
of  boys — the  Roys'  Brigade,  tlie  Boys'  Life  Brigade,  the 
Church  Lads'  Brigade,  the  London  Diocesan  Church  Lads' 
Brigade,  the  Boy  Scouts,  the  Xavy  League  Cadets,  and  the 
Imperial  Maritime  league  Cadets.  In  tlie  Transtpts  were 
bodies  of  girls,  tlie  Girl  Guides,  tlie  Church  Nursing  and 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  tlie  Girls'  Life  Brigade.  Under  the 
Dome  were  the  Foundling  Hospital  boys  and  girls  in  their 
picturesque  costumes,  the  Newport  Market  boys  in  their 
scarlet  coats,  and  Dr,  Bamado's  Brigade. 

On  arrival  tlie  Duke  inspected  the  Guard  of  Honour,  which 
w-as  composed  of  a  detachment  of  tlie  London  Diocesan 
Churcli  Lads'  Brigade.  The  boys  bearing  the  64  flags  of  the 
Empire  were  drawn  up  in  two  rows  on  the  steps  of  the  Cathe- 
dral, and  dipped  their  flags  to  the  Duke  while  tlieir  Band 
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gave  the^ Royal  !■  aiute.  Ltid  Mtath  and  the  Officers 
of  the  League  n:tt  the  Rc.yal  Party  en  their  arrival, 
and  tlie  Dean andotherCathcdralauthorities received 
tliem  at  the  West  Door.  Passing  up  the  Xave  to  his 
seat  the  Duke  inspected  all  tlie  Brigades  a-^sembled 
there.  f 

I  The  Processicn  01  the  Flags  follow ( d  the  Duke  up- 
the  aisle.  The  I'nicn  Jack  was  laid  at  cnce  upon 
the  Altar,  whilst  the  other  flags  witli  their  bearers 
took  uj)  their  statitn  under  the  Dcnie  till  the  last 
hjnnn.  when  tlu-  flags  were  trooped  before  the  Altar 
tor  the  Blessing,  bearers  on  one  knte. 

The  Sennon  was  preached  by  the  Right  Rev.  the 
Bishop  of  Wilk.-^den,  and  the  Offitiating  Canon 
was  Canon  vS,  A  Alexander.  There  was  much  music, 
and  the  sound  of  the  Innnns  led  by  the  St.  Paul's 
Choir,  and  siuig  by  four  or  five  thousand  young 
voices,  was  a  thing  not  ea.sily  to  be  forgotten. 

After  "  God  Save  llie  King  "  the  procession  re- 
formed and  flags  were  dijiped  to  tlie  Royal  Party  as 
bearers  came  dovni  the  Choir  Steps— a  wcnde'rfiil 
flood  of  'colour  it  made  as  the  flags  fell  and  rose 
again  ;nid  then  ])a,ssi<l  down  tlie  long  Xave  and  out 
into  the  sunlight  thn.ugh  Uic  great  N\'est  Doors. 
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A  DETACHMENT  UF  THE  ST.  HELE-VA  X'OEINTEEKS.      AojrTANT — CAPTAIN  ErETT,  R.M.L.I. 


THE  ST.   HELENA  RIFLE  VOLUNTEERS. 


A  Silk  Union  Jack  and  engra\-ed  Shield  were  presented 
last  summer  to  the  St.  Helena  Rifle  Volunteers  by  Her 
Royal  Highness  Princess  Alice  (Countess  of  Athlone)  at 
the  Colonial  office,  by  kind  invitation  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Walter  Long. 

Miss  Chamberlain,  Chairman  of  the  Flag  and  Gift  Com- 
mittee of  the  League  of  the  Empire,  asked  the  Princess 
to  receive  the  gifts  for  the  St.  Helena  Volunteers  and  other 
Regiments  of  the  Crown  Colonies.  Miss  Chamberlain 
said  that  their  deeds  would  always  be  remembered  amongst 
us,  and  although  the  St.  Helena  Volunteers  had  not  as  yet 
been  called  upon  to  fight  for  the  Empire,  they  had  yet 
done  all  they  could  do  in  making  ready  for  the  call,  and 
it  was  no  idle  boast  when  they  said  that  they  offered  life 
and  limb  if  the  need  should  arise. 

The  little  Island  has  not  only  helped  by  raising  this 
Corps  of  fine  men,  it  has  also  provided  gifts  in  abundance 
towards  many  war  charities. 

The  photograph  shows  an  Inspection  which  lately  took 
place  at  High  Knoll,  where  the  Corps  paraded  under  the 
Adjutant,  Captain  Brett.  His  Excellency,  the  Acting 
Governor,  who  was  attended  by  Lieut.  Ogston,  saw  the 
men  at  drill  and  at  bayonet  fighting,  and  inspected  both 
arms  and  equipment.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  to  the 
men  His  Excellency  complimented  them  on  their  drill 
and  smart  appearance,  and  remarked  that  the  interest 
which  they  showed  in  their  work  and  the  pride  which  they 
obviously  took  in  their  appearance,  were  proof  of  the 
respect  and  loyalty  they  felt  for  their  King  whose  uniform 
they  wore  and  whose  soldiers  they  were.  His  Excellency 
congratulated  Captain  Brett  on  the  excellent  conduct  of 
the  Corps. 
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GIFTS  TO  SOLDIERS. 

Over  page  it  will  be  seen  how  much  pleasure  the  flags 
are  giving  in  different  parts  of  tlic  Empire.  In  the  next 
issue  of  the  Maz.agixe  we  liope  to  gi\-e  photographs  of  the 
St.  Helena  Volunteers,  taken  on  tJie  day  of  their  inspection 
by  the  Acting  Governor  and  sent  to  us  b\-  tlie  .Adjutant, 
Captain  Brett,  of  the  St.  Helena  Rifles. 
>:  The  Souvenir  volumes  of  Shakespeare,  too,  give  un- 
affected pleasure  _^to  the  "soldiers  in^  their^suffering  and 
disablement.  In  each  of  "the  ^books' is  a  book  plate  on 
which  the  recipient's  name  arid  regiment  is  inscribed,  a 
letter  from  Buckingham  Palace  expressing  the  King's 
interest  and  approval,  and  a  letter  from  Sir  Sidney,  Lee 
conveying  the  good  wishes  and  appreciation  ot  the  donors. 

E.\tracts  from  some  of  the  letters  received  are  given 
l-ielow. 

-Many  men  have  called  at  the  League  of  the  Empire 
Office  in  their  an.\iety  to  possess  a  copy.  One  man  who 
had  lost  both  his  legs  wheeled  himself  up  in  an  invalid 
chair,  got  a  passer-by  to  knock  at  the  door  for  him  and 
expressed  his  determination  to  wait  there  until  he  received 
the  book.  He  wore  the  Mons  Ribbon  and  the  D.C.M.  He 
had  gone  to  France  in  August,  1914,  and  had  been  wounded 
rive  times.  Besides  applying  for  the  book  for  himself,  he 
begged  most  earnestly  that  the  friend  who  had  carried  him 
in  from  "  No  Mans'  Land  "  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  should  be 
permitted  to  have  a  copy.  This  man  had  lost  his  leg  and 
was  otherwise  disabled.     So  the  book  was  given  to  him  also. 

i;XTRACT.S  J.RO.M  LETTERS 
I  am  writing  to  thank  you  for  your  nice  gift,  which  lias  arrived 
safely  and  in  good  condition,  and  1  pronii.se  you  it  will  be  always 
one  of  my  dearest  po.ssessions,  and  /will  be  a  real  blessing  aiul 
comfort  for  me,  for  it  is  a  book  which  a  man  never  gets  lirc<l  of 
reading. 

It  is,  perhaps,  the  finest  souvenir  of  a  great  man  that  could  be 
conceived,  and  will  I  am  sure  be  appreciated  at  its  true  worth  bv 
all  who  have  the  good  fortune  to  receive  it. 

I  have  received  this  morning  the  Shakespeare  and  please  accept 
my  warmest  thanks  for  same.  It  happens  to  be  my  birthday  to-day 
and  no  better  gift  could  be  desired. 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  pleased  I  am  to  be  the  proud  possessor  of 
such  a  good  gift,  which  will  be  greatly  cherished  by  me. 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  book  which  I  have  rcceiveil  quiu- 
safely.  I  am  not  able  to  read  it  myself,  but  I  can  always  get  .someone 
to  read  it  to  me.     (rrom  a  blind  soldier.) 


I  hardly  know  how  to  thank  you  and  the  ICnipire  League  for  the 
splendid  book  I  have  just  received.  II  uill  be  the  means  of  many 
happy  hours  for  me,  as  I  am  unable  to  walk  far,  and  have  to  speml 
most  of  my  time  in  a  chair  reading. 

\  man  who  came  from  Canada  to  rcjoiii  his  old  regimenl,  writes  :  — 

Myself  and  wife  are  truly  grateful  for  your  kind  gift.     It  lets  me 

see  that  some  of  my  countrymen  ami  M^itnen  bear  the  old  .soliliers 

in  mind.     Believe  me,  if  1  were  lit  1  would  gladly  go  out  ag.;iii  to 

my  old  comrades  who  arc  alive  in  I'"raiiie 

I  must  say  how  delighted  I  am  with  Hu-  book  ;  it  is  a  gift  which 
I  myself  and  all  my  disabled  comrades  will  fully  appreciate,  as  for 
.some  of  us  who  were  with  the  I'irst  I^xpeditionary  I-'orce  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  who  arc,  therefore,  not  being  honoured  with 
medal  or  star,  it  will  serve  a  similar  jjurpose. 


COMRADE  CORRESPONDENCE  BRANCH- 

An  Australian  Member  a  Durban. 

.Members,  we  arc  smr.  will  like  to  see  this  letter  from  ;ui 
Australian  soldier  to  a  "  Leaguer  "  in  New  South  Wales. 
From  the  troopship  he  writes  : — 

"  We  are  somewhere  about  the  Canary  I.sles,  and  it  is  rather 
warm.     \Ve  have  had  over  a  fortnight  of  heat  now. 

\\'e  had  a  splendid  trip  across  the  ocean  to  Durban.  The 
coast  to  ^Melbourne  and  the  Bight  was  rough  tlioiigh,  and  I 
wasn't  in  a  position  to  admire  or  enjoy  much  all  this  period. 

Diurbati .  Beautiful  Durban  !  .\s  we  draw  to  our  moorings 
we  passed  a  hospital  ship  returning  to  AustraUa  ;  and  over 
tlie  water  to  us  came  the  well-known  air  ;  it  is  one  of  the 
favourites,  "  AustraUa  Will  Be  There,"  followed  with  "  So 
Long,  I.,etty."  1  was  going  to  say  it  was  our  welcome  to 
Durban,  but  a  launch  passed  us  just  after  entering,  and  a  lady 
semaphored  "  Come  to  the  Y.M.C.A." 

When  we  moored,  the  first  acquaintance  we  made  w;us  the 
wharf  coolie.  They  are  interesting  beggars,  with  their  bo3nsh, 
happy-go-lucky  manner.  They  speak  no  English,  or  very 
little.  Their  dress  is  fantastic,  if  not  exactly  picturesque, 
being  an  odd  collection  of  rags  and  bag.  and  all  coal  dusty. 
They  never  buy  clothes  and  they  never  patch.  Xo  boots  are 
worn.  We  were  unable  to  get  leave  for  a  few  hours,  so  lined 
every  available  space  facing  the  wharf,  and  coimnenced  throw- 
ing coins  to  see  the  kaflirs  scramble.  , 

In  the  morning  we  had  a  route  march  to  the  Town  Hall, 
where  we  were  dismissed  at  ten  until  two  This  city  may  not 
have  any  buildings  to  compare  in  ^architectural  beauty  with 
Sydney,  but  the  Town  Hall  is  a  very  nice  buil<hng.  It  con- 
tains the  ZMuseum  and  Art  Gallery  ;  I  saw  the  former,  but 
though  the  latter,  which  was  what  I  wished  to  see,  was  closed, 
so  missed  that. 

The  surroimdings  of  the  town  are  indeed  beautiful,  and  some 
of  the  tram  rides  are  magnificent.  A  very  pretty  ride  is  to 
the  Zoo.  It  is  a  roimd  trip,  but  I  wa,sn't  aware  at  the  time  ; 
in  fact,  four  hours  is  too  short  a  time  to  spend  in  Durban. 

Going  to  the  Zoo  yoti  pass  along  a  lane  with  ornamental 
streets,  and  on  either  side  cottages  set  well  back  in  gardens. 
On  the  right  rising  ground  all  clothed  in  trees,  with  dwellings 
croi)])ing  out  here  and  there  at  random  that  gives  the  view  a 
very  soft  and  peaceful  appearance.  Durban  seems  in  two 
portions,  the  busiiuss  town,  and  in  the  di.stance  is  a  hill  that 
seems  a  dwelling  pf)rti<)n  more  than  anytliing.  It  is  very  green 
with  trees,  though  I  had  no  time  to  go  and  explore.  In  the 
eating  houses  and  hotels  I  think  the  attendants  are  Indians — 
at  least  they  are  coloured.     I  never  saw  the  native  quarters. 

There  is  another  interesting  character  here — at  least  in- 
teresting to  us — the  rickshaw  runner.  He  is  a  sturdy  .s])ecimen 
of  Zulu — I  suppose  Miauhood,  and  the  dress  of  a  dandy  is 
very  ]>icluresqiie.  .\  short-sleeved  white  gownt,  reachin.sj;  to 
al)out  the  thighs  and  sh  tI  nickers.  Xo  shoes  or  sandals,  irom 
l)elow  the  knee,  thou.uh  liis  legs  appear  to  be  pipeclayed.  But 
his  main  feature  of  dress  is  his  head  gear,  and  if  I  was  choosing 
a  runner.  I  believe  1  wnuld  choo.se  him  by  his  head  dress. 
Let's  see,  one  with  large  linely-polished  ox  horns  on  the  side 
of  his  head,  on  the  ciown.  and  <iver  the  foreliead  long  l»rcu- 
pine  (piills,  and  as  a  streamer  hangiu.L;  down  his  back  brightly 
coloured  pampas  grass  green  and  vermilion.  Head  dres.ses 
are  from  this  standard  b.ickwards,  until  no  horns  at  all  are 
worn  or  ])ani])as  grass  just  a  skull-cap  of  feathers.  Get  a 
frisky  runner  and  he  will  i;o  along  leaping  and  boimding  with 
both  feet  in  tlie  air,  and  the  ricksliaw  tipped  to  a  perilous  angle 
if  it  wa.sn't  for  a  prop  at  the  back  that  prevents  it  from  up- 
setting backwards." 

{JCo  he  coiiliiiucd.) 
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PRESENTATION    OF  THE   RHODESIAN   FLAG  AND  SHIELD. 


His  Hoxour  The  Administrator  of  Rhodesia  Presenting  the  FXag  and  Shield  to  Brigadier 
General  N.  H.  M.  Edwards,  Commandant  oe  the  Rhodesian  Forces. 


The  Flag  and  Shield  gi\'en  by  the  women  and  clhldreii 
of  the  British  Isles,  through  the  League  of  the  Empire,  to 
the  Rhodesian  Forces  were  presented  by  the  Administrator 
of  Rhodesia  to  Brigadier  General  Edwards,  Conmiandant 
General  of  the  Forces 
in  Rhodesia,  at  a  cere- 
monial parade  of  the 
troops  held  in  Salis- 
bury. The  .spectacle  was 
the  finest  display  of 
military  forces  yet  seen 
in  Rhodesia,  and  the 
ceremony  included  the 
presentation  of  medals 
and  decorations  won  by 
the  Rhodesian  troops. 
The  Commandant  Gene- 
ral requested  the  Ad- 
ministrator to  inform 
the  members  of  the 
League  of  the  Empire 
how  much  the  Rhodesian 
soldiers  valued  the  appre- 
ciation of  their  services 
and  the  kindly  thought 
which  had  prompted 
the  women  and  children 
of  the  British  Isles  to 
present  the  flag  and 
shield. 


.\n  immense  crowd  of 
the  general  public  was 
present  at  the  parade 
and  all  the  shops  of 
the  town  were  shut 
for  the  occasion.  His 
Honour  the  Administra- 
tor was  accompanied 
by  Lady  Chaplin,  the 
Resident  Commissioner, 
Mv.  H.  J.  Stanley  and 
General  Edwards  and 
Mrs.  Edwards.  After 
the  inspection  and  the 
march  past  the  Brigade 
advanced  in  review  order 
and  presented  arms. 
Then  the  letter  from 
H.R.H.  the  Princess 
Patricia,  already  given 
in  The  Federal  Maga- 
zine, was  read  by  his 
Honour,  as  well  as  one 
from  Miss  Beatrice  Cham- 
berlain, Chairman  of  the 
Flag  and  Gift  Committee,  League  of  the  Empire.  Brig.- 
General  Edwards  returned  thanks  for  the  troops  and  at 
the  close  of  the  ceremony  three  cheers  were  raised  for 
His  Majesty  the  King. 


A  Geneuai.  Vii-w 


nil-  Ckri;m(inv  which  took  ri.Aci';  in  the  Guoinds  of  the  Drill  Hall, 
Salisbury,  Rhodesia. 
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BERMUDA  AND  THE  GREAT  "WAR. 


Two  contingents  have  been  formed  in  Bermuda  to  serve 
in  the  Great  War,  the  "Bermuda  Volunteer  Rifle  Corps," 
numbering  124,  attached  to  the  "  ist  Lincolnshire  Regi- 
ment "  and  the  "  Bermuda  Militia  Artillery  "  of  the 
"  Royal  Garrison  Artillery,"  numbering  240. 

The  B.V-R.C  have  been  on  Active  Service  since  May, 
igi5,  and  their  heavy  casualty  list,  now  as  high  as  25  per 
cent.,  shows  that  the  contingent  have  nobly  faced  their 
duty  in  the  fighting  line  side  bj:'  side  with  the  English 
Regiment  to  which  they  are  attached.  One  of  their  mem- 
bers, Sgt.  P.  H.  Ingham,  has  been  awarded  the  Military 
Medal  for  bravery  in  the  field,  and  another,  Lance-Cpl. 
R.  C.  Wilson,  has  been  recommended  for  the  Military  Medal. 

The  Bermuda  Contingent  R.G.A.  have  been  at  the 
Front  since  June,  1916 ;  they  have  done  admirable  work 
under  fire  with  the  R.G.A.  The  members  of  both  Contin- 
gents are  spoken  of  as  men  useful  under  any  circumstances 
and  are  well  hked  by  their  Commanding  Officers.  In 
addition  to  the  men  in  the  Bermuda  Contingents  a 
number  have  taken  commissions  and  enlisted  in  English 
and  Canadian  Regiments. 

As  is  well  known  the  Bermuda  Parliament  has  made 
large  grants  towards  the  Imperial  War  Expenses,  and 
considerable  sums  have  also  been  collected  in  Bermuda 
towards  the  Red  Cross  and  other  Funds. 

Last  November  a  silk  Union  Jack  and  Shield  were 
presented  to  the  Bermuda  troops  by  the  Flag  and  Gift 
Committee  of  the  League  of  the  Empire.  The  emblems 
were  received  by  Lady  Willcocks,  wife  of  the  Governor, 
a  number  of  visitors  from  Bermuda  being  present.  The 
following  letter  offering  the  gifts  was  addressed  to  His 
Excellency  by  Miss  Chamberlain,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  forwarded  to  him  with  a  special  despatch  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 

To  His  Excellency, 

The  Governor  of  the  Colony  ol  licniuula. 

Sir.      %  ,,  .      ...        „  . 

The  honour  of  conunending  to  your  care  tlus  .silken  I.  men 
Jack  and  tliis  inscribed  Shield  falls  to  nic  as  aiainnan  of  the 
I'la"  and  Gift  Connuittee  fontieil   un<U  r   the  auspices  of   the 


Iveague  of  tlie  Jimpire,  and  I  am  charged  to  set  icrtli  the  pur- 
pose of  the  women  and  cluldren  of  the  British  Isles  in  sending 
the.se  sjnnboh'c  gifts  to  the  fighting  men  of  Bermuda. 

In  tlie.se  days  of  heroihiii  and  endurance,  when  the  chords  of 
sympathy  and  admiration,  struck  witli  force,  resound  through 
the  Empire,  our  hearts  refuse  to  recognise  barriers  in  the  vast 
and  watery  spaces  stretching  between  the  peoples  ol  one  flag 
and  one  loyalty.  The  men  of  the  lunpire  have  gathered  from 
all  the  lands  wliieh  boa.st  allegiance  to  King  George,  and  have 
pre.'-enlcd  theuLselves  at  every  post  of  danger,  offering  life 
and  liinl' — youth,  vigour  and  happines.s — in  defence  of  the 
great  ideals  of  liberty,  justice  and  humanity.  The  cciitlict  is 
tremendous,  and  the  end  is  not  j'et,  but  we  look  forward 
serenely  into  the  liidden  future,  Icnowing  that  tlie  children 
of  the  Empire  will  meet  its  perils  side  by  side,  having  in  one 
anotlier  that  imshakeable  eoniidcuce  which  tlie  experience 
of  three  terrible  and  wonderful  years  has  establishi^d. 

But  while  clo.se  tits  of  ccniradeship  thus  bind  for  ever  the 
sailors  and  .soldiers  from  far  and  near,  from  mainland,  strait 
and  island  grouj),  there  are  those  whom  thej-  protect  witli 
their  lives,  to  whom  it  is  not  permitted  to  be  partakers  of  tlieir 
actions  on  tlie  battle  front.  The  longing  grows  ever  more 
intense  in  the  women  who  watch  to  pay  tlieir  tribute  of  lo\'ing 
praise  to  the  men  who  defend  the  Right,  telling  them  that  the 
meuiorj-  of  their  imfailiiig  devotion  to  duty  and  unflinching 
heroism  is  graven  for  over  on  our  tliankful  hearts. 

The  women  and  children  of  the  British  Isles  es]Acially 
desire  to  show  their  gratitude  to  the  men  from  Over.'-ea>  who 
fight  tlie  battle  of  the  lvini)ire.  unconscious  of  the  :if.ection 
given  them  here  in  the  country  of  their  forefatliers.  We  have 
observed  the  sons  of  Bennuda,  hastening  to  engage  in  the 
service  of  the  King  by  land  and  sea.  joining  regfments.  both 
Canadian  and  Ivnglish.  We  have  seen  that  tlie  Colony,  not 
yet  satisfied,  has  fonned  two  contingents  of  its  o^\^l,  the 
Bennuda  \'o!untecr  Rifle  Corps  and  the  Bennuda  Militia 
Artillery.  The  Bermuda  \olunteer  Rifle  Corps  has  been 
fightin.g  on  the  Western  Front  since  May.  1915.  attached  to 
an  English  Regiment,  whose  ancient  records  can  sure  show 
no  finer  page  tlian  that  which  the  men  of  an  Eastern  shire 
and  the  men  of  Bermuda  have  now  written  tliere  together. 
The  Bennuda  Militia  .Attillery  has  in  like  manner  been  linked 
with  a  home  artillery  force,  has  been  at  the  Front  since  June. 
1916,  and  has  done  athiiirable  work  under  fire  with  its  luiglish 
comrades.  The  full  record  of  achievement  will  in  time  find 
place  on  the  commemurative  shield,  which  already  bears 
witness  to  our  admiration  for  the  valour  and  devotion  of  our 
Bennuda  fellow-subjects.  Vet  the  gift  which,  even  more 
than  tlie  shield,  canies  to  Bermuda  the  full  message  of  the 
women  and  children  at  home,  is  tlie  I'nioii  Jack,  .sign  of  our 
union,  on  one  great  tradition  of  justice  and  freedom,  in  ccm- 
mon  aspirations  and  high  resolves,  to  1h(  so  who  own  witli  us 
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one  Country,  though  in  many  lands,  one  vSovereign  and  one 
Flag. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Beatrice  Chamberi..\in, 

Chainnan    Flag    and    Gift    Committee, 
League  of  the  F<mpire. 

The  following  communications  were  received  in  reply  by 
Mr.  Walter  Long  and  forwarded  by  him  to  the  League  :■ — 
Govermnent  House, 
Bermuda, 
15th  March,  191 8. 
Sir. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  laid  your  despatch 
No.  131  of  the  28th  of  November,  with  enclosures,  relating 
to  tlie  presentation  on  behalf  of  the  League  of  the  Empire 
of  a  Silken  I'nion  Jack  and  Shield  to  the  Bermuda  Overseas 
Contingents,  before  the  Legislature,  and  that  I  have  received 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  the  enclosed  message  dated  the 
25  th  of  February. 

2.  I  shall  be  glad  if  a  copy  of  this  message  may  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  League  of  the  Empire. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.^MES  WllLCOCKS, 

General,  Governor  and  Conunander-in-Chief, 
The  Right  Honourable, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY— 

The  Assembly,  as  the  representative  of  the  people  of 
Bermuda,  have  the  honour  to  request  that  Yoiu  Excellency 
will  convey  to  the  Flag  and  Gift  Committee,  formed  under 
the  auspices  of  the  League  of  the  Empire,  an  expression  of 
the  hearty  appreciation  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ancient 
and  loyal  Colony  of  the  presentation  on  behalf  of  the  League 
of  a  silken  LTnion  Jack  and  a  commemorative  Shield  to  the 
Bermuda  Overseas  Contingents. 

These  memorable  tokens  of  tlie  strong  ties  which  so  closely 
bind  together  the  people  of  the  Motherland  and  their  fellow 
subjects  throughout  the  Empire  will  doubtless  be  amongst  the 
most  valued  possessions  of  those  members  of  our  Contingents 
who  survive  tlie  terrible  ordeal  of  tlie  present  war  and  return 
to  their  Island  home  witli  the  proud  consciousness  of  duty 
nobly  done,  and  be  cherished  for  generations  as  tangible 
evidence  that  the  sacrifices  of  tlie  Bennuda  Contingents  in 
the  cause  of  liberty,  iustice  and  humanity  have  not  been  in 
vain. 

Sessions  House. 

25th  February,   191 8. 

In  November,  I9i4,the  Bermuaa  i^eague  of  the  Empire 
was  formed  with  the  special  object  of  providing  for  the 
welfare  and  comfort  of  the  men  who  were  offering  their 
services  to  their  King  and  Country.  In  addition  to  sup- 
plies which  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Bermuda  Con- 
tingents' Committee  in  England  each  man  on  leaving  for 
the  Front  has  been  given  a  goodwill  gift  of  los.,  -besides 
special  comforts  from  the  Ladies'  Committee  of  the  League. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Wilson,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  League,  has 
ascertained  that  in  Bermuda  there  are  25  men  who  have 
been  totally  disabled  in  the  war  and  who  are  therefore 
entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  Souvenir  Shakespeare.  These 
books  have  been  despatched  from  the  Committee  of  the 
League  in  London  to  the  Governor,  by  favour  of  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  the  Committee  in  Bermuda  will  ask 
His  Excellency  if  he  will  make  a  public  presentation  of 
the  gifts. 


SOME    ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The  Hon.  Treasurer  has  received  from  Mrs.  H.  S.  Strathy,  on 
behalf  of  the  Canadian  Branch,  i.zo  towards  the  Shakespeare  Me- 
morial Fund  and  £10  for  the  War  Fund  to  provide  comforts  for  the 
soldiers.  A  case  of  comforts  has  also  been  received  from  Mrs. 
Strathy  and  a."  Shower  of  Gifts  "  have  been  sent  to  Queen  Mary's 
Needlework  Guild.  In  this  gift  the  Schools  have  taken  a  special 
part. 


The  South  Australian  Branch  of  the  League  has  contributed  £10 
to  the  Central  Fund  of  the  League.  Miss  Rees  George,  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  reports  that  the  Branch  is  sending  a  case  of  gifts  for  the 
Silver  Wedding  Collection.  The  Branch  held  their  annual  patriotic 
demonstration  at  Adelaide  on  the  24th  May,  under  the  patronage 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  Governor  and  Lady  Galway. 


The  Sheffield  Branch  of  the  League  at  the  Central  Secondary 
School,  Headmaster  Mr.  J.  W.  Ihffe"  Head  Mistress  Miss  Couzens, 
Hon.  Secretary  Miss  Mclnnes,  has  made  a  special  collection,  as  an 
Empire  Day  Gift,  with  the  result  that  a  cheque  for  £16  3s.  has 
been  sent  to  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  for  the  St.  Dunstan's  Hostel  for 
Blinded  Soldiers. 


From  the  Nelson  Chapter  of  the  Imperial  Order  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  Empire,  in  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  £210  7s.  yd.  has  been 
received  for  the  purchase  of  a  motor  lorry  for  the  Red  Cross,  the 
special  donor  being  Mrs.  Finch.  The  gift  came  just  at  a  time  of 
the  retreat  when  much  valuable  rolling  stock  was  lost  in  France, 
and  was  therefore  the  more  valuable.  The  lorry  bears  the  name 
of  the  Nelson  Chapter  I.O.D.E.  Another  gift  from  the  Chapter  (this 
gift  was  specially  recommended  by  the  League)  was  a  Church  Army 
Hut  for  Palestine.     The  sum  of  i},!^  was  raised  for  this  purpose. 

A  great  qunatity  of  gifts  in  kind  have  also  been  received  from 
this  Order,  including  hospital  supplies  and  bandages  and  dressings 
of  all  kinds,  air  cushions,  socks,  shirts,  pyjamas  in  great  quantities, 
"  gay  bags  "  filled  with  many  comforts,  books,  puzzles,  magazines, 
hot  water  bottles,  soap,  stationery,  tooth  brushes  and  powder, 
boots,  food,  mittens,  mufflers  and  old  linen,  cushions  and  pillows, 
pillow  cases  and  sheets,  towels  in  large  numbers,  slippers,  shaving 
brushes  and  shaving  soap,  &c.,  &c. 


The  sincere  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  offered  both  for  the 
above-mentioned  money  contributions  and  for  the  valuable  gifts 
in  which  the  following  Chapters  of  the  I.O.D.E.  in  America  as  well 
as  manv  private  individuals  have  taken  part  : — 

The  Head  Office  of  the  I.O.D.E.,  per  Miss  Dunlop  ;  the  Agnes 
Weston  Chapter,  per  Mrs.  Sidney  Smith  ;  the  Anzac  Chapter,  per 
Mrs.  A.  O.  Simpkin  ;  the  Baden  Powell  Chapter,  per  Miss  Barbara 
Quirk  ;  the  Beaconsfield  Chapter,  per  Mrs.  Bolais  ;  the  British  Isles 
Chapter,  per  Mrs.  Thomas  Chadwick  ;  the  Bishop  Ingram  Chapter, 
per  Mrs.  J  Greig  ;  the  King  George  V.  Chapter,  per  Mrs.  F.  B. 
Gerrard  ;  the  Lady  Wolverton  Chapter,  per  Jlrs.  Edwin  Howell  ; 
the  Lord  Roberts 'Chapter,  per  Mrs.  E.  G.  Marks;  the  Nelson 
Chapter,  per  Mrs.  George  Quirk  and  Mrs.  McMurray  ;  the  Niagara 
Chapter,  per  Mrs.  J.  W.  Holt  ;  the  Queen  Anne  Chapter,  per  Mrs. 
Beverley  Betts  ;  the  Queen  Margaret  Chapter,  the  Queen  Mary 
Chapter,  per  Sirs.  Montgomery  Corse  ;  the  Sir  John  French  Chapter, 
per  Mrs.  Parker  H.  Rew  ;  the  Strathcona  Chapter,  per  Miss  Christina 
Robb  Thom  ;  the  WeUington  Chapter,  per  Mrs.  Robert  McCuUough. 
Gifts  have  also  been  received  from  the  Bonnie  Doon  Lodge,  Daugh- 
ters of  Scotia,  per  Mrs.  Leggett  ;  the  British  War  Relief  Association, 
per  Mrs.  MuUiner  ;  the  Aldridge  'Working  Party,  per  Mrs.  Tarleton  ; 
"  The  Quiver  "  Army  of  Helpers,  per  Mrs.  R.  H.  Lock  ;  Mrs.  Albury 
and  friends  at  Miami  ;  the  .-irmy  of  League  Helpers,  Hearts  Content, 
Ne\rfoundland,  per  Mr.  E.  W.  Bradbury  ;  Jlrs.  Tannock,  Jlrs.  Finch, 
Mrs.  Tyler,  Mrs.  Kibble,  Jlrs.  George  Chambers,  Miss  Dickinson, 
Mrs.  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Love.  Mrs.  Johns,  Mrs.  Newman,  Mrs. 
Stanley,  Miss  Helen  Roth,  Miss  M.  Slater,  Miss  M.  Veitch,  Miss 
Thompson,  Miss  Walder,  Miss  Effie  Forsvth,  Miss  Maud  Bowman. 
Mrs.  H.  PhiUips,  Miss  C.  Richards,  Mrs.  J.  Ritchie,  Mrs.  R.  Biggs, 
Miss  M.  L.  Davidson,  Mrs.  \A'.  Boyd,  Mrs.  Dillingham,  Miss  Annie 
McNeil,  Miss  Georgina  Hyland,  Mrs.  E.  Raphael,  Mrs.  A.  L-  Ben- 
netts, Mrs.  Frank  Westervelt,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Patrick,  Miss  Agues 
Stewart,  Mrs.  Frank  Morley.  Miss  Alice  Cameron,  Mrs.  Zachariah, 
Mrs.  Lund,  Miss  Boultbee,  .Mrs.  Hume,  Mrs.  Lamgar,  Mrs.  Hunt. 
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